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hi r photograph. Snowpatch Spire—no longer a bugaboo. By 
Spencer Austin 





A Menace to State Parks 


Proposed Senate Constitutional Amend- 
ment No. 33, which will appear on the No- 
vember ballot, is a serious menace to our 
magnificent state park system. It would 
authorize the outright sale of any of our state 
parks including Bull Creek Flat, Point Lobos, 
or Santa Monica Beach, if in the opinion of 
the Legislature any of them is found to be 
more valuable for oil and gas than for recrea- 
tion. The promises made the generous do- 
nors, who gave over $7,000,000 outright to 
the state in matching value for the purchase 
of these parks, is forgotten and ignored. This 
amendment provides that the money paid for 
such parks does not have to be used for pur- 
chase of other parks, but may be used by the 
Legislature “for any other purpose.” In other 
words “the door is thrown wide open,”’ so 
that a park which someone has given to the 
state as a memorial could be sold and the 


money used to defray some petty expense 
entirely foreign to the donor’s intentions, |; 
it any wonder that Dr. John C. Merriam hx 
said, “If this measure carries, the Save-the. 
Redwoods League might just as well there. 
after go out of existence.” We cannot permit 
such a calamity to occur. An amendment 
accomplishing the purpose of safeguarding 
the oil and gas resources, and which would 
not have unnecessarily imperiled the state 
parks, could easily have been drafted, but the 
friends of the parks were not consulted, Let 
each member of the Club get as many voter 
> on Senate Constitu- 
tional Amendment No. 33 on the November 
ballot. 


as possible to vote “No’ 


Ww. E. Cousy, Chairman 


State Park Commission, 1927-1936 


Snowpatch Spire Climbed 


The contest for first place among unsolved 
American mountaineering problems is open 
again. Having occupied that place since the 
ascent of Shiprock last October, Snowpatch 
Spire, in the Bugaboo Group of the Purcell 
Range of British Columbia, has just made 
way for its successor. The first ascent, made 
August 7 by two Sierra Club members, Raffi 
Bedayan and Jack Arnold, who succeeded 
where party after party had failed, isa tribute 
to route finding. From the highest point 
reached by any preceding party—access to 
which involved use of pitons for direct aid— 
the successful two, after a night spent high 
on the mountain, were able to establish a 
route on which pitons were needed only for 
safety. 

Two other members of the party, Edward 
Koskinen and Fritz Lippmann, took part in 
an earlier reconnaissance attempt on Snow- 
patch Spire, and in addition made ascents of 
Bugaboo Spire, Pigeon Spire, and the Mar- 
molata. A full account of the expedition 
will appear in the February magazine num- 
ber of the Bulletin. 
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A New Director of National Parks 


The appointment of Newton B. Drury as 
Director of National Parks is cause for great 
rejoicing. In making the appointment, Secre- 
tary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes gave 
careful consideration to the entire field of 
eligible and available persons, and finally 
selected the man most highly recommended 
as best qualified for this important position. 
Mr. Drury had previously been requested to 
consider accepting this position, but had felt 
that he could not conscientiously give up the 
state park work w hich he had been so success- 
ful in furthering. Since then state park mat- 
ters have developed so that, as a result of his 
effective efforts, the Avenue of the Giants 
along the Redwood Highway, and the out- 
sanding Del Norte redwood forest, along 
Smith River, are now practically assured of 
preservation. This happy circumstance has 
released Mr. Drury from his state park ac- 
tivities for the time being, at least, and he 
will now devote his exceptional talents to the 
welfare of national parks. We take not a little 
pride in the fact that Mr. Drury has for 
some time been an honorary and active mem- 
ber of the Sierra Club. He will find the Club 
staunchly backing him up in his new and im- 


portant duties. 


Other Changes 

Mr. Arno B. Cammerer, who has for so 
many years been the conscientious Director 
of National Parks, has resigned due to a long 
siege of ill health. He will be a regional 
director of national parks, with headquarters 
at Richmond, Virginia. The good wishes of 
Mr. Cammerer’s many friends in the Sierra 
Club go with him in his new position. 


as i 

Next Year’s 
For next year we plan to go into country 
some of which has not been seen by Sierra 
Club high trips for thirty years, some being 
entirely new to us. The trip will be in the 


Miner R. Tillotson transfers from the di- 
rectorship of Region One to that of Region 
Three, covering the Southwestern States, 
with headquarters at Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Col. John R. White, formerly regional 
director at Santa Fe, has been transferred to 
San Francisco, to take up there the duties of 
regional director of Region Four. Colonel 
White has served for over twenty years in the 
National Park Service, most of that time as 
superintendent of Sequoia National Park. 

Frank A. Kittredge, who was director of 
Region Four, becomes superintendent of 
Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona, a 
position that has been vacant several months. 
Formerly chief engineer of the National 
Park Service, Mr. Kittredge has an intimate 
knowledge of the Grand Canyon, as of all 
areas in the Federal Park 


other western 


System. 


Park Service to Administer Cedar Grove 

Administration of the recreational facili- 
ties at Cedar Grove, at the eastern end of the 
Kings Canyon highway, was transferred on 
August 15 from the Forest Service to the 
National Park Service. The many Club mem- 
bers who have seen the Cedar Grove develop- 
ment accomplished by the Forest Service have 
been impressed with the excellence of the 
work. It is recognized, however, that this 
latest step is the logical move to follow the 
creation of the Kings Canyon National Park, 
and is a solution to problems that might have 
arisen through dual administration of an area 


that is a geographical unit. 


High Trip 

wilderness area of Yosemite National Park— 
one of the wildest portions of the entire 
Sierra Nevada, cut off from the south by the 
5,000-foot Grand Canyon of the Tuolumne, 
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light exception the scheduled 


\" followed. This meant a 


par- 
ularly easy first two weeks, with ample 
nenios Kings Canyon, Paradise Valley, 
Lake Basin. The 

rossing Foresters and Colby 


rd Sixty second two- 
rcle route through the southern 


‘anvon National Park and northern 





f Sequoia, followed a schedule that 
Id have been considered a series of after- 
lls during outings gone by, but was 


yoon strolis Gul 
more strenuous than the first 


there a lack of entertainment. 


ver Was 





be assumed that the mountaineers kept 
them lves amused with the forty-nine peaks 
limbed, including several first ascents, not 
the least of which was the Sphinx. Others, 
with less than summits, explored 
many an out-of-the-way lake basin or hidden 
meadow; those who preferred being com- 
pletely grounded, for a dav or two at least, 
found varied ways to while away their time. 
Not even 
their memories of an exciti 


the meanders of the Kern-Kaweah 


denied to them, 


was baseball] 


louble-header 


eo 
ny ec 


ill testifv. Anglers did reasonably well, 


ig taken enough trout from the stream 
1 Jakes to supply everyone with an average 
f half a trout per day (there was, fortu- 
ely, adequate additional food, planned by 


the commissary). The success of photogra- 


phers (and who wasn’t taking pic tures? ) and 
painters in pursuit of their hobbies can per- 
haps be better judged after the formal ex- 
hibits, but they at least appeared happy. 
Campfire programs were complete even to 
the memorable performance of Ansel Adams’ 


And 


surely the music, whether of song, instru- 


immortal Greek drama, ‘*Exhaustos.”’ 


mental, or mountain-top yodeling, could 
hardly have been better enjoyed. 

One might expect, after so many years of 
high trips, that each successive trip would 
tend to be so minutely planned and organized 
that those who attend could find nothing to 
do but eat, sleep, and be entertained. This, 
fortunately, is not so, There is not only op- 
portunity, but a never ending need for all 
who go to do their part, enhancing the trip 
with their participation, whether they serve 
the coffee at a breakfast, gather wood for a 
campfire, or lead a group of the less experi- 
enced on some peak, This spirit of coopera- 
tion reached a high during the 1940 trip, 
particularly during the trying times in the 
Kern. For this, those who managed the trip 
are deeply thankful, not overlooking the 
splendid assistance given by those in both 
Park and Forest 


needed. 


services When it was most 


Davip R. Brower 


The Base Camp—aA\ Success 
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ducted. Each day brought its quota of new 
peaks conquered and novel routes found up 
some of the well traveled mountains, Nu- 
merous knapsack trips and horseback expedi- 
tions were taken. 

Notwithstanding all of this strenuous ac- 
tivity, the typical social functions of the high 
mountain Sierra Club trips were not neg- 
lected, with a goodly allotment of sponta- 
neous picnics, teas, games, and colorful 
campfires. Of particular interest, made pos- 
sible by this form of outing, were the excel- 


lent menus set forth by the commissary, 


which brought forth a surprise with ead 
evening meal, 

One unanticipated flaw in managemen; 
was an insufficiency of climbing leadership 
At least half a dozen good climbers could 
have been used, daily, to good advantage 
Reminiscent of early pioneer trips was the 
wholehearted spirit of good fellowship and 
cooperation which pervaded this addition x 
the Club’s long list of outings, and insure 
its place on next year’s schedule. 


Ouiver KEHRLEIN 


Conservation Conference at Asilomar 


“Conservation in a Changing World”’ is 
the general theme of the conference to be 
held at Asilomar this fall by a large number 
of organizations and agencies interested in 
conservation. The meetings are sponsored by 
the California Conservation Council, of 
which Miss Pearl Chase is president. The 
purpose of the conference is to bring together 
individuals and officials from all over the 
state for discussion and planning in connec- 
tion with the vital problem of conservation. 
The state park on Point Lobos will be used 
for demonstration purposes. Also, there will 
be a walking trip through the forested sec- 
tion and along the shoreline of Monterey 
Peninsula, with naturalists leading the dis- 
Asso- 


ciated topics will receive attention at the 


cussion of the wildlife found there. 


meetings, as, for example, historic landmarks 
and efforts being made for their preservation. 
In addition to the general sessions, there 


will be several special conferences for indi- 


The Deaths in 


In order to clarify newspaper and other 
reports, Richard M. Leonard has furnished 
a brief statement to the Board of Directors 
concerning the two deaths on the High Trip 
this summer: 


vidual organizations. The State Department 
of Natural Resources (which includes State 
Parks, Forestry, and Fish and Game) will 
hold important sessions for all of its divi- 
sions. Other organizations using this oppor- 
tunity will be the California Roadside Cou- 
cil, California Planners Institute, and the 
Conservation Education Committee of the 
Council, as well as representatives from the 
federal and state agencies interested in con- 
servation, educators, members of state plan- 
ning boards, officials of Save-the-Redwoods 
League and the California Garden Clubs, 
Inc. It is estimated that there will be from 
200 to 300 people in attendance. Sierra Club 
members are cordially invited to attend thi 
conference, for as many days as they ma 
care to, to meet these leaders and to see how 
conservation problems are met and solved. 
Further details may be obtained from 


Louis N. Rice, 
Sierra Club Representative 


the High Sierra 


“Difficulties were confined to male second 
two-weekers. The first day of the trip w# 
twelve miles, rising from 4500 to 7500. The 
second day was ten miles, from 7500 
10,500. The third day was one of complete 





— 


rest. The 
Pass to M 
“H.W 
tire distar 
morning a 
plained 0! 
Blosser, I 
diagnosed 
brought o 
stretcher | 
ful attent 
he felt s 
would be 
the next I 
doctor wa 
failed at | 
“Ottm: 
the same 
morning 
therefore 
Junction | 
Smith wa: 
quite nor 
arr) Gor 
tired and 
ter not ass 
to be havi 
was Imm 
accompan 
“Dr. P 
a register 
camp to | 
we were 
to our ne 
others als 
“Tt has 
had some 
three mo! 
before st 
a strain v 
and 
severe at 


that Smi 


blac 


Blosser al 
night of 


, 
the next 


ee 


With each 


nanagement 
leadership, 
ibers could 
advantage, 
PS Was the 
owship and 
addition to 


ind insure: 


-HRLEIN 


epartment 
udes State 
ame) will 
f its divi- 
his oppor- 
ide Coun- 
, and the 
ee of the 
from the 
-d in con- 
tate plan- 
Redwood: 
=n Clubs, 

be from 
erra Club 
ttend this 
they mat 
» see how 
d solved. 


ym 


ytative 


le second 
trip was 
oo. The 
7 500 to 
omplete 





SIERRA CLUB BULLETIN 7 





rest. The fourth day we crossed Foresters 
Pass to Milestone Basin. 

“H, W. Mergenthal rode a horse the en- 
tire distance to Milestone Basin. Early the 
morning after crossing Foresters Pass he com- 
plained of difficulty in breathing. Drs. John 
Bloser, Harold Crowe, and Pierre Walker 
diagnosed his difficulty as heart exhaustion 
brought on by altitude. He was brought by 
stretcher to the hospital tent and given care- 
ful attention all day long. In the evening 
he felt so much better that he stated he 
would be up the next morning. At one o’clock 
the next morning he showed distress and the 
doctor was with him until his heart finally 
failed at two A.M., July 19. 

“Ottmar Goebel had been found to have 
the same symptoms. He was not better that 
morning and twenty-four volunteers were 
therefore obtained to carry him six miles to 
Junction Meadow, 2500 feet below. Vincent 
Smith was on his feet at the time and seemed 
quite normal. Upon being asked to help 
carry Goebel, he stated that he felt a little 
tired and was told that he had therefore bet- 
ter not assist. A few hours later he was found 
to be having some difficulty with altitude and 
was immediately sent down on_ horseback, 
accompanied by Dr. Blosser. 

“Dr. Pierre Walker and Bessie Lawrence, 
a registered nurse, went down to the lower 
camp to care for Goebel and Smith. Since 
we were passing through Junction Meadow 
to our next camp at Kern-Kaweah, a few 
others also went down to break the trip. 

“It has been reported that Vincent Smith 
had some rather severe kidney trouble about 
three months before the trip and a cold just 
before starting. This would necessarily be 
4 strain upon the heart; at any rate kidney 
and bladder complications became quite 
severe at Junction Meadow. Upon hearing 
that Smith was not becoming better, Dr. 
Blosser and I went to the lower camp at mid- 
night of the 21st, followed by Dr. Crowe 


the next morning. He seemed to be improv- 


ing at that time and I left with the main 
party for Kern-Kaweah, six miles above. 
That afternoon he relapsed into a coma from 
which he never emerged. A telephone was 
available at the camp and oxygen was sent 
for. By riding thirty-five miles in one night, 
Ray Buckman brought oxygen in at six 
o’clock the next morning. This was of some 
help but not sufficient. 

“Decision was then made to move Smith 
by stretcher to a hospital as soon as possible. 
We consulted with Eivind Scoyen, Super- 
intendent of the Park, who was with us at 
the time, and he arranged for CCC fire 
crews to help. Before any help could be 
made available, however, Smith died at 5:00 
A.M., July 23, after being moved seven 
miles down the Kern from Junction Meadow. 

“Goebel continued to improve and was 
taken out by a separate packtrain which had 
been ordered when he first became ill. Three 
other persons, feeling not quite up to par, 
went out by horseback at the same time, and 
another three went out in perfect health 
with their friends. This accounts for the 
large number of “‘casualties”’ reported by the 
press. 

“The 1932 trip brought the second two- 
weekers over Kearsarge Pass the first day, 
over Foresters the second day, to the same 
high campsites. Mergenthal had climbed 
Popocatepetl, 17,800, had crossed Foresters 
Pass in 1936, and had a medical examination 
shortly before starting this year. Vincent 
Smith had been on several High Trips. We 
had available three doctors, four registered 
nurses, complete heart stimulants, drugs, 
oxygen, and telephone. At this time it seems 
that everything possible was done. | have 
called a meeting of past High Trip doctors 
to consider what can be learned from this 
summer’s difficulties. | will report their con- 
clusions and recommendations to you at the 
meeting of the Board in September.” 

Ricuarp M. Lronarp, 


Chairman Outing Committee 
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Annual Photograph Exhibit 


The annual photograph exhibit will be 
held as follows: 

September 2 to October 8 at the Club 
headquarters, 1050 Mills Tower, 220 Bush 
Street, Saw Francisco. \n addition to the reg- 


the Club 


Saturday afternoon, October 5. 


ular hours, rooms will be open 

October 12 to 18 at the headquarters of 
the Southern California Chapter, Los An- 
gelés 


October 23 and 24 under the auspices of 
the Loma Prieta Chapter, at Pa/o A/to, 

It is hoped that all who took photographs 
on the 1940 Sierra Club outings will exhibit 
their albums, for in each collection there are 


ure to be pictures of special interest not to 


be found elsewhere. Members of the Clat 
who took photographs this summer on @fhe 
trips in the Sierra or in other mountain yg. 
gions are also invited to send in their album 

It has long been the custom for exhibito, 
to permit members of the Club to obtip 
bove cost. For thi 
purpose it is requested that each photograph 


prints at a slight margin a 


be numbered and that the price be stated 
Orders will be placed through the Gt 
office and will be forwarded after the doe 
of the exhibit. 

An exhibition of photographs taken) 
Cedric Wright on the 1940 Sierra Club Ou. 
ing will be held during September im th 
Sierra Club rooms. Subsequent exhibits wil 


be announced in the October bimonthly, 


New in the Library 


Indians of the United States. By Clark 
Wissler. Doubleday, Doran and Co., New 
York, 1940. 319 1 xvi pages, illustrations and 
map. Price $3.75. An interpretative picture 
of the Indians of the United States from 
their first known record to the present day, 
written by the Curator of Anthropology, 
American Museum of Natural History. 

Mountains in Flower. By Volkmar Var-~ 
eschi. The Macmillan Co., New York. 1940. 
159 pages, with 72 illustrations from photo- 
graphs by Ernst Krause. A unique interpre- 
tation of Alpine flowers and scene. 

Desert Wild Flowers. By Edmund C. Jae- 
ger. Stanford University Press, California, 
illustrations. 


1940. 322 1 Xil with 


Price, $3.50. Descriptions and illustrations 


pages, 


of 764 plants of the far Southwestern des- 
erts. 

Natural History of the Birds of Eastern 
and Central North 
Howe Forbush. Revised and abridged with 


America. By Edward 


the addition of more than one hundred spe- 


cies by John Bichard May. Houghton Mifflin 


Co., Boston. 1939. 554 XXvi pages, with 
color plates. Price, $4.95. ““Not only sciente; 
it is literature,” beautifully illustrated, 

A Field Guide to the Birds. By Roge 
Revised enlarged. 
Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. 1939. 18 
illustrations. Price 
$2.75. A practical guide to the outdoor ider 


Tory Peterson. and 


20 pages, with many 
tification of birds east of the Rockies. 

dn Illustrated Manual of Califor 
Shrubs. By Howard E. McMinn. With: 
Chapter on the use of California shrabei 
garden design, by Fred H. Schumachen} 
W. Stacey, Inc., San Francisco, 1939. 080 
+ xi pages, with many illustrations. Pie 
$5. A companion volume to Am ///ustraltl 
Manual of Pacific Coast Trees, by McMinn 
and Maino. 

Forest Outings. By Thirty Forester, 
edited by Russell Lord. United States De 
partment of Agriculture, Forest Service 


1940. ($1.25, ; 
1. A popiile 


311 -+ xiv pages, illustratec 
presentation of national forest recreatiom 


Pric e€, 75 cents 
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